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I. Introduction 
a. Good morning.  My name is Liz Kim.  I represent the plaintiff in this lawsuit.
b. Have you ever been deposed before? 
i. How many times? 
ii. (For each) When? 
iii. What was the nature of that lawsuit? 
iv. What was your role? 
v. What was the outcome? 
vi. Did you testify at trial and deposition?  
vii. Where did that lawsuit occur [in which jurisdiction]?
c. I’m going to explain the ground rules. 
i. Your testimony today is under oath. Do you understand?
ii. The oath you just took has the same force and effect as if we were sitting in a courtroom with a judge and a jury. Do you understand that?
iii. The court reporter is transcribing everything that we say. After the deposition is over, she’ll produce a transcript of every word that’s been spoken today. To make sure we have a clear transcript, we should not talk over each other.  Please let me finish my question before you start your answer, and I will do the same. Do you understand?  Sometimes in day to day life, we think we know how someone is going to answer a question, so we start talking before they’re finished asking it.  But in a deposition, that won’t work, because if two people are talking at once, the transcript looks like a garbled mess.
iv. For the same reasons, it’s important to use complete words, rather than nodding or shaking your head.  If you nod or shake your head or use a word like “uh-huh,” I might ask, “Is that a yes?” to clarify so that we have a clear transcript. I’m certainly not trying to be rude, even though in real life, if I said, “is that a yes?” it might actually come across that way.  Do you understand? 
v. If you don’t understand any of my questions, please ask me to repeat or rephrase it, and I will do that. If you do answer a question, I will assume that you understood it. Do you understand? 
vi. If you don’t know the answer to a question, please say so. But I’m entitled to your best estimate. [Go over difference between guess and estimate: how long it took you to drive home from work, you could estimate, even without a watch; size of kitchen table, you could estimate, without measuring] Do you understand? To use an example from this case, if I asked you when you met Steve Russell, you might not know the precise date and year. That doesn’t mean you don’t have to answer the question. It means you have to provide an estimate based on what you recall about your life circumstances when you met him.
vii. If you need a break at any time, please ask for one. If there’s a question pending, please answer the question before taking the break. Do you understand? 
viii. After your deposition is over, you’ll receive a copy of the transcript, and you’ll have the opportunity to correct any answers. Any party may then comment on any changes that you make as they relate to your credibility.  So for example, if I asked you what color the light was when the car went through the intersection, and today you said red, and then in the transcript, you crossed out red and wrote green, I could comment on that change because it may affect the credibility of your testimony. Do you understand? 
d. Are you currently on any medications? 
i. What type of medication?
ii. What dosage did you take?
iii. When did you take it?
iv. Did you take any other medications?
v. Are you currently feeling the effects of those medications?
vi. What effects are you feeling?
vii. So those medications don’t impair your ability to provide truthful answers to my questions?
viii. And in fact, you’re able to think as clearly and recall events as clearly if you were on no medication whatsoever?  
e. [EXHIBIT: DEPOSITION SUBPOENA (STEPHEN BRENDAN WALSH)] I am sharing your deposition subpoena, which will be marked as Exhibit __.
i. Do you recognize this document? 
ii. Did you do anything to prepare for your deposition? 
1. With whom?
2. For how long?
3. Was anyone else present?
4. Did you talk to Tara about this deposition? 
a. How many times?
b. When?
c. What did you talk about?
d. Did she ask you to say anything in particular?
e. Did she ask you not to say anything? 
5. Did Tara try to talk to you about this deposition? [when, what did she say, how did she contact you, what did she tell you to say]
6. Did you talk to anybody else about this deposition? [who, when, did you reach out to them, why, what did you talk about]
iii. Did you review any documents in preparing for your deposition?
1. Which ones?
2. Who provided them to you?
3. Did you ask to see the documents, or did someone provide them to you without you asking? [Why did you want to see those documents?]
4. Did any of these documents job your memory? In what ways?  
5. What did you remember after reviewing them that you had forgotten?

II. Stephen Walsh’s Background
a. What’s the highest level of education you attained?
i. When did you graduate? 
ii. What was your degree in?
iii. When did you obtain your degree?
b. Can you give me an overview of the jobs you’ve had in the last 5 years?
i. Or any other professional activities that aren’t jobs?
c. You live in Chappaqua, New York, right?
i. How long have you lived there? 
ii. Who else lives at your home on Whipoorwill Road?
1. How long have they lived with you there?
iii. Does anybody else live in the Carriage House?
1. For how long
iv. Does anybody else live in any other part of the property? For how long?
d. So with the exception of Brienne, all of your children still live with you at Whipoorwill Road, is that correct?
i. When did she move out
e. You mentioned that Tara and your granddaughter Evie are living with you. How long have they been living with you?
i. They lived with you consistently?
ii. Does Tara pay you any rent?
iii. Does she help with expenses, such as groceries?
iv. Do you talk about this legal proceeding? 
v. Do you give her advice with respect to this proceeding?
vi. What have you told her? 
vii. Do you help care for Evie?
viii. How often?
f. Does Tara currently have a job?
i. What does she do?
ii. What company?
iii. How long has she had it?
iv. What are her hours?
v. How have they changed over time?
vi. Did she start the company?
vii. Who are her clients?
viii. How successful is her company financially?
ix. Does Tara have health insurance?
g. We talked about how you allow Tara to live with you rent-free. Do you support her financially in other ways?
i. How so?
ii. For how long?
iii. Does she have any other sources of income besides what you mentioned?
iv. In the past five years, can you tell me every source of income Tara has had, to your knowledge? 
v. Does she have a trust? Do you have a sense of how much money is in it? She has full access to the funds in the trust? Are there any limits on her ability to withdraw from the trust? 

Tara’s BORDERLINE PERSONALITY
· Turning to Tara, when did you first learn that tara has BORDERLINE PERSONALITY DISORDER
· Who did you learn that from
· Can you give me a general sense of what borderline personality disorder is
· One of the doctors who diagnosed her with borderline personality disorder was dr. gopal in SF
· One of the treatments is something called BT therapy. Have you heard of DBT therapy?
· What is it? 
· And Tara was going to Columbia University Medical Center for DBT Therapy, right? 
· During what period was she going there for DBT therapy
· Did you get a sense from her whether she found DBT therapy helpful for her borderline personality disorder?
· What are the symptoms of borderline personality disorder you’ve seen tara exhibit
· How have those symptoms changed over time
· What has caused the symptoms to change
· External triggers?
· You’ve discussed Tara’s borderline personality disorder with Steve
· Which medications
· Where did she get them
· Which doctor

DRUGGINGS
· In this case, Steve is alleging that the defendants defrauded him in order to profit from his desire to protect himself, Tara, Evie, and his business interests from outside threats.  Related to this is whether tara gave steve drugs without his knowledge or consent
· Tara has admitted to putting multiple drugs into steve’s drink without him knowing
· Are you familiar with TW doing that
· How did you learn
· From whom
· One of the drugs she put in was lithium
· She did that in SF
· She did that in NY
· Did you ever see her put lithium in his drink w/o him knowing
· How many times
· But you heard about it
· From whom
· Did you have any concerns about TW doing this
· Did you notice any effects on SR from TW doing this
· Who knew of the plan to put lithium in steve’s drink without him knowing
· They knew before
· They knew after
· Why did they do it
· Was this part of a plan
· What were the steps in the plan
· Who else knew about the plan
· Who else witnessed it
· Did you text anyone about the plan?
· When was the plan hatched
· What was the reason for the plan
· Based on what you knew, this wasn’t because of self defense
· Explain
· Do this for each drug 
· Seroquel
· She did that in SF
· She did that in NY
· Others
· She did that in SF
· She did that in NY
· Now, in terms of where the lithium came from, tara was able to get it from her mother correct
· Did maura give it to tara
· Or did tara take it?
· Did TW have other sources of lithium
· Who had a prescription
· Which doctor wrote the prescription
· Same questions for Seroquel
· Same questions for abilify
· Do you have an understanding of why tara drugged steve
· Would you agree she did it because she wanted to control SR’s behavior
· she wasn’t in danger
· she just wanted him to go to sleep
· why 
· Was her view that it was self defense
· Can you elaborate 
· Why did she think self-defense was necessaey
· What exactly did SR do beforehand
· So it’s not that SR was threatening her in that moment
· It sounds like a more fair statement was that TW was trying t
· Do you have any idea of where the idea came from for tara to drug steve?
· Prior to tara drugging steve, did you ever talk about it with her
· When was the first you heard it
· We’ve been talking about the idea of giving someone medication without their knowledge to control their behavior
· Is tara doing that to steve the one and only time you’ve heard of someone in your family doing that?
· Are you positive?
· Maura walsh did that too, right?
· She gave kiara lithium without her knowledge, right
· What do you know about that
· Who did you discuss it with
· Why did she do it
· Who else saw it
· Also with abilify
· Where did maura get the lithium
· And the abilify
· Is she prescribed it
· By which doctor
· Has she done this to other kids
vi. How did Maura Walsh have access to Abilify? 
vii. Is Maura Walsh prescribed Lithium?
viii. Is Maura Walsh prescribed Abilify? 
ix. Is anybody in the Walsh family prescribed Lithium?
x. Is anybody in the Walsh family prescribed Abilify?
xi. Has Maura slipped drugs into any of your other children’s food?
xii. Has Maura slipped drugs into Tara’s food?
xiii. Have you spoken with Tara about Maura slipping drugs into anybody’s food?
xiv. Has Tara talked to you about Maura Walsh giving Tara prescription drugs? 

SECURITY GUARDS
· There were times when steve Russell was in NY with security guards
· Do you have an understanding of why he had guards
· Do you know one way or another whether Russia or Ukraine was after him
· So you don’t know whether security was necessary
· EXHIBIT: July 10, 2018 email – AUDREY COURSON
· The entire time Steve was in NY he was accompanied by security personnel, all who agreed discretely that they were only humoring his fantasies.
· You wrote that
· To Audrey courson
· Who is that
· Why did you write this
· What were the names of the guards? Nir Maman? George Akkelquist? Albert Timen? Ronen Shlomo? Eldar ben Yosef?
· What specifically did they tell you
· We know tara and some of the guards were in communication by text message
· Do you know who?
· Do you know why?
· Do you know what they communicated about? 
· Did Tara ever speak with you about communications with Nir Maman? What? When? 
· How did Tara feel about the guards?
· Did she talk to you about it
· What were the fantasies the guards were referring to
· How did Tara feel about [RM, GA, NM, RS, AT]
· There was a time when SR fired the security guards; are you aware? How? Did you ever talk to TW about it? Anyone else? 
· Did anyone in your family keep in touch with the guards
· Why
· What were they discussing
· One of them offered to help tara with her custody case, right? 
· They offered to testify about steve
· About his fantasies that you mentioned in your email
· I assume tara was really grateful for that
· Tara talked to you about steve not paying the guards
· Did that ever come up
· Isn’t it true that based on what you heard, tara wanted to help the guards get paid by SR
· How did she go about doing that
· How many times did she meet up with them
· She’d text them regularly
· It sounds like there was sort of a quid pro quo, right?
· She’d help them get paid
· And they’d help her with her custody case
· Did she help them get paid
· And did they help her 
· Are they still in touch
· How often do they communicate
· By text and phone?
· Brienne testified that you became friendly one of the security guards that was in the delivery room with the family. Do you remember him?
· What was his name? 
· What do you remember about talking with him?
· Do you recall that you both talked about being from the Bronx?
· And you also talked about baseball? 
· Did you talk about Steve? 
· What did you talk about?
· Did you talk about the threats against him?
· Did you talk about Steve’s safety?
· Did you talk about Steve’s mental health?
· You’ve spoken with Tara about the security people that Steve hired, right?
· Tara told various people she thought they were taking advantage of Steve. Did she tell you this?
· What did she tell you?
· Brienne also testified that you and she both believed that there were no actual threats against Steve Russell. Is that true?
· For example, you believe there were no Russian spies tailing Steve Russell?
· Did you believe there were any other threats to Steve Russell?
· NAMES OF Ds
· Are you familiar with Nir Maman?
· Who is he?
· How do you know him?
· Have you ever met in person? When? where?
· Have you ever communicated in any other way? (Phone, text, email)
· What’s his relationship to Tara Walsh? 
· What has she told you about him?
· Are you familiar with George Akkelquist?
· Who is he?
· How do you know him?
· Have you ever met in person? When? where?
· Have you ever communicated in any other way? (Phone, text, email)
· What’s his relationship to Tara Walsh? 
· Are you familiar with Ryan Micheletti?
· Who is he?
· How do you know him?
· Have you ever met in person? When? where?
· Have you ever communicated in any other way? (Phone, text, email)
· What’s his relationship to Tara Walsh? 
· What has she told you about him?
· Are you familiar with Albert Timen? 
· Who is he?
· How do you know him?
· Have you ever met in person? When? where?
· Have you ever communicated in any other way? (Phone, text, email)
· What’s his relationship to Tara Walsh? 
· What has she told you about him?
· Are you familiar with Ronen Shlomo?
· Who is he?
· How do you know him?
· Have you ever met in person? When? where?
· Have you ever communicated in any other way? (Phone, text, email)
· What’s his relationship to Tara Walsh? 
· What has she told you about him?
· Are you familiar with Joe Prendergast? 
· Who is he?
· How do you know him?
· Have you ever met in person? When? where?
· Have you ever communicated in any other way? (Phone, text, email)
· What’s his relationship to Tara Walsh? 
· What has she told you about him?
· Has Tara ever talked to you about Mr. Russell being “conned” by his security team?
· When?
· What did she say?

SR EMAILS TO STEVE
Exhibit: July 10, 2018 email – AUDREY COURSON
· You wrote this
· To steve R
· You wrote it on July 10, 2018
· Who is Audrey courson
· You wrote, “She's seeing doctors and maintaining a healthy lifestyle.”
· You were referring to psychiatrists, correct
· She was seeking treatment for her borderline personality disorder, correct
· What else were they prescribing for her
KIDNAPPING EVIE
I. Kidnapping Evie and Other Family Incidents
a. In June of 2018, Tara moved from San Francisco back to New York. She had spoken with you about moving back, right?
b. And you helped her with the move, right?
c. And you were aware that there was a restraining order preventing either her or Steve Russell from removing Evie from the State of California without each other’s consent, right?
d. Steve Russell believed that Tara was only visiting New York for a vacation, isn’t that correct?
e. But in fact, Tara intended to move back permanently, right?
f. Why did you allow Steve Russell to believe that Tara was only going on vacation?
g. Weren’t you in contact with him preparing for the visit?
h. In fact, you agreed with Steve Russell that you’d pick Tara up from the airport, didn’t you?
i. Did you believe Tara was going to go back to San Francisco? [You testified that you were concerned about Tara living with Steve Russell in San Francisco for ___ reasons. And yet you were okay with her going back?]
j. You didn’t want her to go back to San Francisco, isn’t that right?
k. And yet you lied to Steve Russell and made him believe that you were encouraging Tara to return to San Francisco, didn’t you?
l. Did Tara tell you if NM helped her with the move?  Did she tell you if she communicated with NM/GA/RM/AT/RS regarding the move?
m. Did Tara ever speak with you about threats to Steve’s safety? Threats to his business? 
II. Tara and Steve’s Relationship
a. Do you know when Tara and Steve began dating?
i. When?
ii. How did they meet?
iii. And how long did they date?
iv. So they dated from _____ to _____?
b. During that time, how often did you speak to Tara?
c. Who else were Tara’s closest friends at the time? 
d. Do you know who [Jesse Ozeri] is?
i. [For each] Who is he?
ii. What his relationship to Tara?
iii. What is his relationship to Mr. Russell? 
e. When did you first meet Steve Russell?
i. How many times have you met him in person?
ii. Prior to Tara’s pregnancy with Evie, how many times did you meet Steve?
iii. From the time Tara and Steve started dating to Tara becoming pregnant with Evie, how many times did you see Tara?
f. Did you know Steve was in New York at the beginning of February 2018?  Did you meet with him then?
i. Did you meet NM then? GA? RM? AT? RS? 
ii. Did you ever speak with [any of them] re why Steve wanted security? 
g. You never personally witnessed Steve be physically abusive towards Tara, right?
h. Did Tara ever tell you that Steve had hurt or abused her prior to giving birth to Evie?
i. [If yes] When?
ii. What did she say?
iii. What did you do about it?
iv. Did you report it to the police?
v. Did you tell anybody?
vi. Did you try to help her?
vii. Why not?
viii. Did you believe her?
ix. You never saw any actual evidence of Steve abusing Tara
1. No cuts
2. no bruises
3. you never called the police
4. no one called the police
5. you never wrote about it on your blog
i. Did you ever witness any concerning behavior from Mr. Russell prior to Evie’s birth?
i. How so?
ii. What happened?
iii. When?
iv. Was anyone else there?
v. What did you do?
vi. Did you report it to the police?
vii. Did you tell anybody about it?
viii. Why not?
j. Has Tara ever told you that Mr. Russell physically hurt or assaulted her at any time, including after Evie’s birth?
i. When?
ii. What did she tell you?
iii. Where did this happen?
iv. Did you believe her?
v. Did you see any physical injuries?
vi. How did she communicate this to you?
k. Did you ever personally witness Steve Russell take drugs?
i. When?
ii. What kind of drugs?
iii. Where did he obtain the drugs?
iv. How did taking it affect his behavior?
l. Did you ever personally witness Tara providing Steve Russell with drugs?
m. Did Tara ever tell you that she brought Steve Russell to the emergency room? 
i. When? 
ii. What did she tell you?
iii. Why did she bring him to the emergency room? 
n. Did Tara tell you that Steve Russell had set a fire in their home?
o. Did you ever personally witness Steve Russell breaking an electronic device?
i. Did Tara ever tell you that Steve Russell had broken or tried to break one of her devices?
p. Do you know when Tara gave birth to Evie?
i. Do you remember how many days Tara was in the hospital for Evie’s birth?
ii. Were you there for Evie’s birth?
iii. For how many days?
iv. Who else was at the hospital?
v. Was Steve there?
vi. How many days was Steve there?
vii. While Steve was at the hospital, how was he acting?
1. Did you notice any strange behavior?
2. Did you notice any violent behavior?
viii. Did you know that after Brienne brought Tara her medication at the hospital, Steve felt that he had been drugged? 
1. Did Tara tell you about this?
2. What did she say?
3. Did Tara ever talk to you about researching a famous woman poisoner? 
4. Did Tara ever talk to you about researching what a lethal dose of Seroquel was?
q. Did Tara tell you that when she went back to her apartment after giving birth, Steve had destroyed the apartment?
i. What did she tell you?
ii. Did she tell you that she had drugged him immediately before this?
iii. Did she tell you that Steve believed the apartment had been broken into?
iv. Did she tell you that in fact Matan Gavish had been in the apartment without Steve’s knowledge? 
v. Did Tara tell you that Steve had fired his security personnel?
vi. Did Tara tell you that after Steve fired them, the security personnel were staging an intervention?
1. What did she say the guards were concerned about?  Did she tell you whether an intervention actually happened?
vii. She told you that the security were still watching Steve, right? Did she say whether she had spoken to any of the guards? Did she tell you whether any guards had witnessed Steve destroying items in the apartment?
r. Shortly after Tara gave birth to Evie, she moved to San Francisco, right?
i. How did you feel about her move?
ii. Were you upset at her for moving? 
iii. Do you know why she moved?
iv. Do you think she moved because she wanted Steve’s money?
v. Did she talk to you about trying to get Steve to marry her?
vi. Did she talk to you about what she could get from Steve financially if she got Steve to marry her?
vii. She texted Matan Gavish in February of 2018 that if she sued Steve for child support, she would “get like $2k a month Which is not enough to live off of,” and she said “I’m better pretending I want to be with him and getting the most while I can- then leaving him for good.” Did she ever express similar thoughts to you?
viii. She also texted Matan Gavish that she thought Steve “will also marry me if I Submit to him then I can just divorce him I really mostly hate him at this point.” Did she ever express similar thoughts to you?
s. Were you speaking with Tara while she was in San Francisco after Evie’s birth?
i. How often?
ii. What was your impression of her mental state?
t. Were you aware that Tara called Maura Walsh and asked her and Steve to get her an emergency psychiatric evaluation in March of 2018?
i. Were you aware that Maura and Tara agreed that she should have emergency treatment with a doctor named Dr. Gopal in San Francisco?
ii. Did you discuss this with Tara or other family members?
iii. Did anybody in your family go to San Francisco to help Tara?
iv. Why not?
v. Was your family concerned about Tara losing custody of Evie?
vi. Were you aware that after being caught by the nanny drugging Steve and being diagnosed with certain mental illness, Tara almost fled San Francisco and left Evie behind?
vii. Did she tell you about this?
viii. Were you aware that she again tried to flee San Francisco, with Evie?
ix. Did she tell you about this?
u. Did Tara ever tell you Steve Russell had physically abused her while she was living in San Francisco?
i. Did Tara ever send you photographs of bruising on her thighs from when she was in San Francisco?
ii. When?
iii. What did she tell you?
iv. So she didn’t tell you that she had actually bruised herself by bumping into her kitchen island while chasing Steve?
v. Did she tell you that she had attempted to destroy his laptop by stabbing it?
vi. Did she tell you that guards had witnessed this incident? Who did she identify? Did you speak with [name] about this incident?
v. What else do you remember about the time during which Tara was living in San Francisco?
i. Did she tell you that she was experiencing what she called post-partum psychosis?
ii. You were texting and speaking with Steve Russell during this time, weren’t you?
iii. Why?
iv. What did he tell you? 
v. Didn’t you thank him for keeping you updated?
w. Did you ever visit Tara in San Francisco? [Why not?]
i. How many times?
ii. When? 
iii. [For each visit] Can you tell me what you remember about that visit? 
1. Where did you stay?
2. Did you see or interact with Mr. Russell?
3. Did you see or interact with GA/NM/RM/AT/RS?
iv. Did anybody in your family visit Tara while she was in San Francisco?
x. Do you know somebody named Jesse Ozeri?
i. Who is he?
ii. He visited Tara in San Francisco, right?
iii. Do you know when?
iv. Did you know that Tara tried to persuade Jesse not to testify for Steve Russell in family court?
v. Do you know what Tara was afraid Jesse would say? 
vi. Did you talk to Jesse?
vii. What did you talk about?
1. Did Jesse mention anything about threats to Steve’s safety and business interests?
viii. What did you say?
ix. How did he respond? 
x. Did you talk to anybody else about him?




BRIENNE BLOG QUESTIONS
a. Brienne testified that she writes a personal blog called A Brie Grows in Brooklyn. Have you ever read her blog?
xi. Do you read it?  How often? 
xii. Why not?
xiii. In the past, you’ve gotten angry with her over certain blog posts, right?
xiv. What posts?
xv. Why were you angry?
xvi. What did she write?
xvii. Did she write anything that you believed was not true? 
xviii. What did she write? 
b. Brienne has written in her blog about what she called Tara’s “rapid mood swings.” 
xix. Based on what you’ve observed of Tara, have there been times when you saw her mood change suddenly? Where one moment she seemed to be happy and in a good mood, and in the next moment she seemed angry or upset?
xx. Can you give me some examples? 
xxi. Have you ever seen Tara react to something in a way that you thought to yourself was verbally aggressive, like lashing out at someone? 
xxii. Do you understand what the word impulsive means? It means reacting quickly without pausing to think about or consider your actions, right? 
xxiii. Have you ever seen Tara acting impulsively? 
xxiv. Can you give me some examples? 
xxv. Have Tara ever acted impulsively with regards to her spending? 
1. Does she ever impulsively buy things?
2. Has she ever made a large purchase on a whim?
3. Does she ever go on impulsive shopping sprees? 
4. Has she ever, to your knowledge, charged so much on a credit card that it was far beyond her own ability to pay it back? 
xxvi. In one Brienne’s blog posts, she describes an incident in which Tara was dancing what she called “‘out of control style,’ when she suddenly stopped, approached a guy who was making out with his girlfriend, and kicked him as hard as she could on his ass.”
xxvii. Have you witnessed Tara engage physically violent acts like this?
1. Please tell me about every single time you can recall when Tara was violent. [explore each – when, why, towards, whom, etc.]
a. Are there any other examples you can think of when Tara was violent?
b. Have you told me about every example you can think of when Tara was violent?
xxviii. Did she often exhibit strange or erratic behavior like this? 
xxix. Brienne also wrote in her blog that Tara wanted a pet hamster and when she wasn’t given one, she purposefully threw herself down a flight of stairs. 
1. Has Tara purposefully hurt herself because she did not get something she wanted on other occasions?
2. Has Tara threatened to hurt herself in order to get something she wanted? 
3. When?
4. What happened?
5. Who did she threaten this to?
6. Did she actually hurt herself?
7. Did she ever seek mental health treatment in connection with this?
c. [EXHIBIT: TEXT – TARA BRIENNE – YOUR A PIECE OF SHIT] I’ve shared a document that has been marked as Exhibit __. 
xxx. This is a text message conversation between Brienne and Tara.
xxxi. Have you seen this text message conversation before? 
xxxii. Can you please read out loud the two text messages from Tara?
xxxiii. Brienne testified that the context of this message was that you and Maura Walsh had offered to help Brienne and Caleb with the down payment on a home in Westchester. Do you recall that? 
xxxiv. Did you speak with Tara about helping with Brienne and Caleb’s down payment?
xxxv. Did you know that Tara was so angry about it?
xxxvi. Why was she angry? 
xxxvii. Do you agree that Brienne was rewarded for doing nothing?
xxxviii. Brienne testified that it was not true that she ever forced Tara to get an abortion. Has Tara told other lies like this? 
xxxix. Does Tara have a tendency to distort reality?
xl. What else has she done that distorts reality? 
xli. Has she lashed out like this on other occasions? 
xlii. When? 
xliii. Who is Matan?
xliv. What’s his relationship to Tara?
xlv. Are they currently dating?
xlvi. When did they date in the past? 
xlvii. Brienne also sent text messages in which she told Tara, “I’m sick of this victim act. Take some fucking responsibility.” 
1. Would you agree that Tara plays a victim act?
2. To make sure we’re on the same page, can you explain what you mean when you say Tara plays a victim act?
a. So what you’re saying is that Tara often pretends that she is a victim, then seeks to exploit her status as a victim to get what she wants?
3. What have you personally observed that causes you to believe TW plays a victim act?  Any other examples?
4. Would you agree that Tara doesn’t take responsibility for her actions?
a. When else has she done this? 
b. Are there other examples you can think of when she played the victim?
d. Brienne also identified text messages in which she calls Tara a liar. Would you agree that Tara is a liar?
xlviii. Has Tara ever lied to you?
1. Examples
xlix. Has Tara ever lied about you?
1. Examples
l. Can you recall any other times that Tara’s lied?
li. Do you have the impression that Tara has no qualms about lying?
lii. Is lying something Tara does to get what she wants?
liii. Why would she lie about your home being an unsafe environment for Evie?
liv. Brienne testified that one of the reasons she called Tara a liar was because Tara said Evie needed a safe environment and Tara did not feel safe at your house. Is your house an unsafe environment for Evie?
lv. Why would Tara lie about that? 
e. Tara has represented to the court that she has a long history of care for her mental illnesses.
lvi. To your knowledge what mental illnesses does Tara suffer from?
1. What else?
2. Have you told me all of the mental illnesses Tara has?
3. [If not mentioned, ask about] Does Tara have [ADHD, Bipolar Disorder, anxiety, panic attacks, depression, Borderline Personality Disorder]?
4. Do you help Tara manage her mental illnesses?
5. Do you help administer care for Tara with respect to her mental illnesses?
6. For example, do you make sure she’s taking her medications?
7. Do you make sure she goes to doctors appointments?
8. So you’re familiar with her treatment then? 
9. And you’re familiar with the medications she’s taking?
lvii. [For each] You mentioned __ is one of Tara’s mental illnesses.
1. How long has she suffered from __?
2. What are the symptoms she’s exhibited?
3. Has she been formally diagnosed?
4. How long has she had care for __?
5. What kind of care does she receive for __?
6. Does she see a mental health professional for __?
7. Who?
8. For how long?
9. Does she still see __?
lviii. Does she take any medication to for her __?
1. What medication?
2. For how long? 
3. What dosage? 
4. Did it have any effects?
5. How did Tara obtain the medication __?
6. Did Tara take any medication that wasn’t prescribed?
7. How did she obtain it?
8. Did it have any effects? 
lix. Tara has stated that she has ADHD. Are you familiar with the fact that Tara has ADHD?
1. How do you know that?
2. And what are the characteristics of someone who has ADHD? 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk53856183]Have you witnessed Tara [being distracted / having difficulty focusing / experiencing mood swings / fidgeting / being easily excitable]?
4. Does she take any medication to treat her ADHD?
5. What does she take?
6. She takes Adderall, right?
7. How long has she taken Adderall? 
lx. Tara has also stated that she has Bipolar Disorder. Are you familiar with the fact that Tara has Bipolar Disorder? 
1. When was she first diagnosed?
2. Who diagnosed her?
3. Has she taken any medication for bipolar disorder?
4. Which medications?
5. Have Tara’s medications changed over time?
6. I understand that Lithium is one of the medications she’s taken.
7. With the Lithium, does she obtain it from a psychiatrist?
8. Has she taken it regularly over the years?
9. Does she have to take it everyday? 
10. So she has to have it with her all the time, including when she travels, right? 
11. It’s integral to her ability to function in the world, right?
12. To your knowledge, has she always been able to obtain her medications, including Lithium? 
13. You’ve never heard her say that she’s had trouble paying for her Lithium, for example?
14. And you’ve never heard her say that she ran out of Lithium and couldn’t get more?
15. I understand that she’s also taken Seroquel. [same questions]
16. I understand that she’s also taken Ativan. [same questions]
17. I understand that she’s also taken Abilify. [same questions]
lxi. Brienne has written about Bipolar Disorder running in the family. Who else in your family has Bipolar Disorder?
1. And do they receive treatment as well?
2. What kind of treatment?
3. Do they take any medications?
4. We talked about Tara taking Lithium. Does anybody else in the family take Lithium?
5. We talked about Tara taking Seroquel. Does anybody else in the family take Seroquel?
6. We talked about Tara taking Abilify. Does anybody else in the family take Abilify? 
lxii. Has Tara ever obtained these drugs without a prescription?
1. For example, Brienne testified that your son Brendan once gave her Seroquel before a long flight to China. Were you aware of this? 
2. Does Brendan take Seroquel?
3. Does Brendan have a prescription for Seroquel?
4. How did Brendan obtain Seroquel? 
5. Does anybody else in your family have access to Seroquel?
6. How about Lithium: does anybody else in your family have access to Lithium?
7. Isn’t  your daughter Kiara also prescribed Lithium?
8. Do you help administer Kiara’s medications?
9. Does your wife Maura help administer Kiara’s medications?
10. So you both have access to Lithium?
11. Have you ever shared Lithium with anybody else in your family the way that Brendan shared Seroquel with Brienne?
12. Has Maura ever shared Lithium with anybody else?
13. Beyond her prescriptions to any drugs, does Tara have access to these drugs without prescriptions?
lxiii. Treatment
1. I understand that Tara has been treated by a Dr. Faeda, right?
2. I understand that he’s a family psychiatrist and also treats other members of your family. Who else has seen Dr. Faeda?
3. And another one of Tara’s doctors is Dr. Jennifer Rhodes, right?
4. How long has Tara been seeing Dr. Rhodes?

III. Brienne Blog Posts About Family and Parents	Comment by Liz Kim: Arguably beyond scope
a. Brienne testified at length about your family and how she and Tara were raised. For example, she described the environment in which she was raised as emotionally abusive.
i. Do you agree with Brienne’s characterization?
ii. Do you believe Brienne was lying?
iii. Why would she lie?
b. Brienne also called her childhood “traumatic.” Do you agree with Brienne’s characterization?
c. She called her mother a “narcissist.” Is it fair to describe Maura Walsh as a narcissist? 
i. Do you have any idea why Brienne would call Maura a narcissist? 
d. Brienne testified that when she and Tara were children, Maura Walsh would withhold food from them. Is this true?
i. [If yes] Why would Maura withhold food from Brienne and Tara? Did you have any concerns about this? 
ii. [If no] Do you believe Brienne was lying?
e. Brienne also testified that when she and Tara were teenagers, Tara or her attorney called Child Protective Services on you and Maura Walsh multiple times.
i. Why was Child Protective Services called?
ii. Brienne also described a legal proceeding over custody or emancipation of Tara, involving Tara and Brienne’s aunts. Do you recall this proceeding?
iii. Who brought suit?
iv. When?
v. Why?
vi. What else do you remember? 
vii. How was that proceeding resolved?
viii. Did you remain Tara’s legal guardian?
ix. [If not] Who became her legal guardian?
f. Is Tara currently living at your home willingly? 
i. Is she free to leave? 
ii. She told the Court that she was living in a cold attic with no heat. Is that true?
g. Brienne also testified that you attend Alcoholic Anonymous meetings. Are you an alcoholic?
i. How long have you been an alcoholic? 
ii. What prompted you to become sober?
iii. Prior to becoming sober, did your alcoholism affect your relationship with Tara? 
iv. How so?
h. Brienne has also written about her and the rest of your family receiving subpoenas in this litigation, that you screamed at her for responding to the subpoena, and that she should just throw out the paperwork and ignore the subpoena. Do you recall this?
i. Were you angry with Brienne for suggesting at any time that she might respond to a subpoena from Steve Russell?
ii. Why?
iii. Why did you view that as betrayal to the family?
iv. Did you tell Brienne that she should throw out any paperwork pertaining to this proceeding?
v. Did you tell her husband, Caleb, that?
vi. Did you tell Brienne to ignore paperwork pertaining to this proceeding?
vii. Did you tell her husband Caleb that?
viii. Have you ignored paperwork pertaining to this proceeding?
ix. Have you ignored subpoenas?
x. Have you thrown away paperwork pertaining to this proceeding?
xi. You accepted service of the subpoena for your testimony today in September, and you also accepted subpoenas to Maura Walsh, Brendan Walsh, and Matan Gavish. Did you speak with any of them about the subpoenas?
xii. Did you provide them with the subpoenas you accepted on their behalves? 
xiii. What did you do with the subpoenas?
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